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Sun Prairie Public Library Foundation 

Board of Directors Meeting 
9:00 am, Thursday, April 28, 2022 

Sun Prairie Public Library Community Room 

 

 

Agenda 

1. Call to order and welcome guests (Herold) 

2. Board Membership: Board application consideration and election (Herold) 

3. Capital Campaign Presentation (Sweeney) 

4. Information sharing 

5. Adjournment 

 

 

For those who are unable to attend in person: 

Zoom Link  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81917366030?pwd=Sll6T21EbUFsSTBxckdVTGhoRFdidz09 

Meeting ID: 819 1736 6030  

Passcode: 244043 
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Attendance 

Present at Meeting:   

Board members:  Josh Erickson, Pat Harrington, Tracy Herold, 

Janet Nelson, Tammy Ocampo, Pat Wende,

Staci Willems, Rekha Yarlagada  

Liaisons: Rex Owens 

Staff: Theresa Stevens 

Guest: Chris Swenson 

Absent from Meeting: Rod Ellenbecker, 

Svetha Hetzler 

 

 

Minutes 

1) Call to Order(Herold):  
a) Meeting called to order at 9:04 am
b) Tuesday March 29 was Theresa’s last night on the city council. Focusing on the 

expansion. Terry thanked her for her service.

 
2) Approval of Minutes: February Foundation Board Meeting (Willems)

a) Motion to approve February minutes. Josh motions to approve. Rex seconds. Unanimously 

approved.  
 

3) Executive Director Report (Stevens)
a) $500 raised in spring appeal so far

library; cards will be delivered to staff.

b) Working on silent auction requests. Have $3000 of sponsorships for the gala. We do have a 
band secured. 

 

4) Committee Reports: 
a) Executive Committee – Met in February and identified some 

naming. Jodi will be helping us with that 
have more information after that.

b) Event Coordination and Planning Committee
will be paper. Mindy created them. 

c) Finance Committee–some changes in the first part 2022 that may warrant some caution with 

how we move forward on capital campaign investment fund.
Chris Swenson is here to go over the annuity as a vehicle for our 

We would keep what is in our Edward 
annuity because of the benefit of stability. Also 
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Pat Harrington, Tracy Herold, Mindy Wara Maciolek 

Pat Wende,  Danielle Wendt,  

 

Rod Ellenbecker, Carol Esser, Cindy Mestelle, Pat Miller, 

Meeting called to order at 9:04 am 
Tuesday March 29 was Theresa’s last night on the city council. Focusing on the 

thanked her for her service. 

Foundation Board Meeting (Willems): 
Motion to approve February minutes. Josh motions to approve. Rex seconds. Unanimously 

Executive Director Report (Stevens): 
so far. National library week is next week. Card making table 

will be delivered to staff. 

Working on silent auction requests. Have $3000 of sponsorships for the gala. We do have a 

Met in February and identified some questions on finance and 

Jodi will be helping us with that further. Having a meeting with the city coming up. Will 
have more information after that. 

Event Coordination and Planning Committee – Gala covered in Exec Director report
aper. Mindy created them.  

some changes in the first part 2022 that may warrant some caution with 

ove forward on capital campaign investment fund. Committee met yesterday. 
Chris Swenson is here to go over the annuity as a vehicle for our capital campaign

We would keep what is in our Edward Jones fund for now but any new moneys go into the 
annuity because of the benefit of stability. Also going to continue to look at this moving 

Sun Prairie Public Library Foundation 

Board of Directors Meeting 
9:00 am, Thursday, March 31, 2024 via Zoom 

Mindy Wara Maciolek Terry McIlroy, 

Pat Miller, Cindy Stankey, 

Tuesday March 29 was Theresa’s last night on the city council. Focusing on the library 

Motion to approve February minutes. Josh motions to approve. Rex seconds. Unanimously 

. Card making table at 

Working on silent auction requests. Have $3000 of sponsorships for the gala. We do have a 

questions on finance and 

. Having a meeting with the city coming up. Will 

Gala covered in Exec Director report. Tickets 

some changes in the first part 2022 that may warrant some caution with 

Committee met yesterday. 
capital campaign donations. 

ones fund for now but any new moneys go into the 
going to continue to look at this moving 
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forward. Market is volatile now, but it may not be in a year so will continue to assess. We are 
planning on making a contribution from our foundation investments to the capital campaign 

and plan to work with Jodi on what that amount might be – a lead gift? A lead gift with a 
match? Just need to work on the details. As a board, we said $250,000. Jodi is testing that 
number in her interviews – is this an appropriate amount? Will need to decide where the 

money will come from and the timing. Jodi should have her report ready within the next month 
to discuss gaps and opportunities so we can work on a plan. Plan to break ground in 2024. 
Jodi’s goal is to have 80% of it by 2023. Move to a more public phase for last 20% of the goal. 

Idea is we would offer the option to pledge over 5 years – can take donations as revenue over 
this period of time and this provides a flexible giving option. 

i) Chris Swenson with WI Wealth Advisors and manages our annuity is a guest today. Investing 
funds in our annuity is very stable. 100% liquid, 5-year fixed annuity. After 5 years it became 
100% liquid and guaranteed rate is 3%. We use this specific company be because of the 

liquidity feature. When you add new money, it does not start a new surrender period. Zero 
fees so every dollar you put in it starts earning interest. Only will accept 1 million dollars per 

contract year. We have had the annuity since 2014. This max does throw a bit of a wrench 
when only putting the money into the annuity. If we are so lucky to get that amount in one 
year, we will have to plan what to do after that.Chris will confirm if it’s by calendar year or 

contract year. Finance committee will need to discuss this and have a strategy. Chris’ 
thoughts on the stock market – wouldn’t shy away from adding money to a stock portfolio. 

Don’t be too afraid of a large sell off. This bouncy market could present opportunities.  
ii) Working out with the city the length of time that we will be accruing and holding these 

funds before we pay the city back. We would begin payments in 2025 and would have 5 

years, so our investment window is like 6-7 years. Timing is more important 4-5 years from 
now when you start using the money. 

d) Giving Committee – This committee has not met 

e) Marketing Committee – This committee has not met 
f) Policy/HR Committee – Sponsorship policy needs to be approved. This would be the edits that 

were made after our last board meeting. Rex liked the changes – so he moves to approve 
and Pat seconds. Acceptance of this policy with the stated edits is unanimously approved. 
 

5) Board and Director Reports: 
a) Library Board (Owens) – Board approved the plan to reimburse expenses.  

b) Friends Board – Report is in the packet. They are doing a membership drive next week and will 
be at the card making table. 

c) Library Director – 

i) Funding request for Marketing & Communication Services submitted – info in this in packet. 
This is for the spring appeal, and trying to get out and connect – Connect with Your Library 

is national campaign this year. Working on expanding our programing and outreach as 
well as bringing people back into the library. Trips to elementary schools will resume so 
want to have a flyer for summer reading program. Numbers are lower than previous so 

want to build this. Table at Music in the Park so want to have materials to pass out. The 
welcome kit is something new – want to connect with new card holders. Pat questioned if 

you can register for a library card online? Believe it has to be in person to show a valid id 
with address. Is there a way to register for the summer program online? Think there is an 
option to register online with Beanstack. Does this money include translation of these 
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materials into another language? Will pose this question to Svetha.  Both these efforts are 
spot on with what is recommended with library services.  

ii) Motion to approve the funding for the marketing & communication service made by Terry. 
Janet seconds. Motion unanimously approved. 

 

6) Information Sharing: 
a) Theresa we had a national library proclamation come in from governor and one from the 

mayor. These are on display for everyone to read. Also reading of it can be seen on K-Sun. 

b) Notes from Svetha 
i) Kanopy launch this month 

ii) Now have a legendary women display in the library. 
iii) Still having vaccination clinics on Friday afternoons 
iv) Earth Day will be a clean-up day through the parks department. Library will be working on 

the prairie. 
v) Starting on Sunday it is national library week. April 3-9. 

c) Harry Ripp’s passing – were we going to do something to recognize his contributions to the 
foundation. He was a huge contributor to the foundations Book’n It run and sat on the board 
for many years. Would like to see a tree planted on library grounds in his honor – after the 

expansion. The city does have an approved list of trees. Open to other ideas as well. Friends 
had planted a tree for Dick Wanless, former president. Also, a tree planted on grounds for Tom 

Deaner – pine tree. Will make a side note to circle back to this not just planting the new tree 
but considering the ones already planted so they are considered during construction. 

 

7) Adjournment: 
a) Motion to adjourn by Terry, seconded by Josh. Unanimously approved. Meeting adjourned at 

9:55am 

 
 

2022 FOUNDATION BOARD MEETINGS 

4th Thursday, January- October at 9am: 1/27, 2/24, 3/31, 4/28, 5/26, 6/23, 7/28, 8/25, 9/22, 

10/27  

 

Strategic Planning Meeting: 2nd Thursday in December at 9am: 12/8 
 

Minutes submitted for review by Staci Willems on April 6, 2022. 
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Library Board Report for SPPL Foundation April 2022 

 

1. Noted this was the last meeting with Theresa Stevens as the Liaison from the 

Sun Prairie City Council. 

 

2. Erin Williams-Hart gave an excellent report on adult services activities 

including that staff is conducting a collection audit to determine collections 

for various groups, e.g. Latino, LBGTQ, African American, Thai etc. 

 

3. Updated policies on purchasing and meeting rooms. 

 

4. Approved issuing ARPA contract for owner representative services for the 

renovation/expansion of the library and using standard purchasing process. 

 

5. Appointed Emily Lindsay to Policy Committee. 

 

6. Appointed Krystal Johnson to DEI Committee. 

 

7. Awarded contract to Reimagining Libraries to help develop 2023-2025 

strategic plan. 

 

8. Approved reimbursement request from adjacent counties – approximately 

$30,000. 

 

9. Approved collaborative project request ARPA funds with Parks & 

Recreation and EMS on thriving Sun Prairie. 

 

10. Approved 5 year financial plan to submit to City. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Rex Owens, President Sun Prairie Public Library Board of Trustees 

2022-04-15 
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Celebrating Women’s History Month! 

 
 

Kanopy 

  

Kanopy has officially launched on March 6
th

and since then, 138 accounts have been established and 

patrons have viewed 474 videos with 2,408 unique visitor sessions. The video content covers a broad 

range of subjects and interests for all ages.   
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CELEBRATING NATIONAL LIBRARY WEEK 
(https://www.hngnews.com/sun_prairie_star/news/local/article_c523569c-b05d-11ec-a22b-1bcc0ea41c07.html) 

(Hard copy of article located in Meeting Packet after Library Director Report) 

In April, the library continues to reconnect with our patrons with more in-person events including, 

Monday    Maj-Jong, Dream Bus visits, Young Critics Book Club, Little Kid, Big Kid, and Small Fry 

Storytimes, Young Explorers Club, Teen Book Club, Genealogy Group, Afternoon Book Club, Vaccine 

Clinics, Eclectic Book Club, Backyard Composting, LEGO Club, Evening Book Club, and When I'm Gone, 

Look for Me in the East Book Talk with author Quan Barry. 

We are also looking forward to National Poetry Month celebrations with an in-person program with 

Wisconsin Poet Carrie Voigt Schonhoff and with our monthly virtual Urban SUN: Black Voices Book 

Club with Former Madison Poet Laureate, Fabu.  

 

 

 

 

Submitted by Svetha Hetzler, Library Director 

April 16, 2022 
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National Library Week offers time to reflect on services 

provided at Sun Prairie Public Library 
By Svetha Hetzler Library Director and By Theresa Stevens Sun Prairie Library Foundation Executive Director 

  
Mar 30, 2022 Updated Mar 31, 2022 

  

 

The Sun Prairie Public Library is located at 1350 Linnerud Drive, across from Sheehan Park-West, and is home to many civic,  
 

April is an ideal time to reflect on the services provided by libraries of all types as we celebrate National Library 

Week, April 3-9, 2022. 

The Sun Prairie Public Library (SPPL) looks forward to celebrating our library and library workers, as we strive 

to provide the highest level of service to all residents through organized and trustworthy resources, unbiased 

service policies, high quality programming, and equitable access. 

When the pandemic hit in March 2020, the library immediately pivoted our service model, starting with virtual 

storytimes, curbside pick-up, and express technology service. 

The Friends of SPPL adjusted their service model and began selling used books on eBay while the Read Before 

Book Store was closed. Even though the library and bookstore are now fully open, a few of the services 

established have remained in place as we continue to address barriers to accessing traditional library service. 

These services include: drive-up hold pick up service, virtual programming, librarian’s choice for personalized 

book selection, enhanced digital collections, audio-enabled children’s books, digital library card applications and 

cards, an enhanced LINKcat mobile app, and Friends of SPPL eBay book sales. 

Also in the spring of 2020, the Public Library Association (PLA) called on all public library workers to commit to 

structural change and to take action to end systemic racism and injustice. We took on this charge and created the 

SPPL Racial Literacy Plan. 

The plan has served as a guide to advance equity, honor our diverse identities, and create an inclusive culture for 

all. Through this plan, SPPL has conducted collection audits, curated displays and book club kits to support and 
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represent underrepresented and misrepresented voices, and has offered book clubs and programs to celebrate 

diverse cultures and heritages. 

Through the Racial Literacy Plan, the library established a new Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion (DEI) Advisory 

Committee to the Library Board. This committee is comprised of community members, and meets monthly, 

advising on policies and procedures through an equity and social justice lens, so that we authentically and 

equitably welcome and serve all residents. 

Through the work of the Lucila Polo (DEI Advisory Committee Member), this year’s proclamation in honor of 

National Library Week was translated and read in Spanish. The Friends of the Library Board also created a DEI 

Committee as they strive to reach and include more members of the community in their efforts to support the 

library. 

“Ensuring access” is a phrase we use a lot and take very seriously at SPPL. At the start of the pandemic, when 

access to physical resources was not available, the library enhanced digital steaming with robust Hoopla and 

Libby subscriptions. 

Even after a full reopening, usage data demonstrates our patrons continue to value the service at the same level. In 

fact, thanks to the SPPL Foundation, we recently added Kanopy to our digital streaming options. Kanopy brings 

over 30,000 video content items to SPPL patrons. 

These digital streaming resources, along with 25+ databases available to SPPL card holders, provides 24/7 access 

to information and materials throughout the year. When doors were closed for browsing, Dream Bus Mobile 

Library Service stops became an essential way for our patrons to browse and check out books. 

Dream Bus Mobile Services, like our digital services, have now become part of residents’ regular library services. 

In addition to special stops at community events, the library is committed to regular stops at the Element on Main, 

Vandenberg Heights Park, and Rolling Prairie Apartments, in collaboration with Sun Prairie Community Schools, 

the Neighborhood Navigators and the YMCA. 

As we emerge from the COVID-19 pandemic, the Sun Prairie Public Library is focusing efforts on reconnecting 

with regular library patrons, welcoming new patrons to the library for the first time, establishing new community 

partners for services, and reaching more of our community through engagement and outreach efforts. 
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Adult Services librarians resumed their visits to Colonial View Senior apartments and Youth Services librarians 

resumed 4K classroom and other outreach visits and we hope to add more site visits as we progress. Friends of 

SPPL volunteers are also back at work at the Read Before Book Store selling books, merchandise, snacks and 

drinks. 

Going virtual allowed for a continuity in service, particularly for programming and digital content. However, 

Zoom meetings and events, technology, and screen fatigue set in for everyone! 

To help bring balance to our community, our Youth Services department, in partnership with the Parks and 

Recreation Department, created Story Walks with the goal of providing an outdoor literary activity – promoting 

physical activity and literacy without screen time! 

When we reopened, we did so in phases, and our services and spaces focused first on bridging digital and 

socioeconomic disparities. The SPPL Foundation’s 2021 Spring Appeal equipped our discussion rooms with 

technology to support teleconferencing needs. 

We also collaborated with the Tenant Resource Center, Project Recovery, and Shelter from the Storm to provide 

housing, employment, and Covid-19 assistance. In addition, partnerships with Sun Prairie EMS and PHMDC 

provided regular COVID-19 vaccination clinics for everyone in the community. 

Reconnecting through our collections and programming has been one of the most rewarding ways we are 

emerging from the pandemic. Patrons have been able to come in and participate in programming opportunities 

and can freely browse the collection, including our new book club kits and audio-enabled book collections. 

Opening up spaces for individuals and small groups to work and meet has been critical to reconnection. One of 

our most notable space reopening was the “unboxing” of our Teen Space. 

This space was originally scheduled to open in the spring of 2020, thanks to fundraising efforts by the SPPL 

Foundation. We were finally able to open the space on February 12, 2022. The two-year delay made this event 

even more meaningful. 

As we continue to welcome new and regular patrons, we realize there are many residents facing hardships across 

many measures of well-being: including physical and mental health, employment, housing, food, literacy, 

education, language, physical and cognitive ability, discrimination, and transportation access. 
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Recognizing the barriers that these and other socio-environmental factors impose on our community members, we 

started a Social Work Internship program, with the goal of providing library staff with knowledge, vocabulary, 

connections, and resources to better assist our patrons. 

As we move further into 2022, we look forward to the SPPL Foundation’s Spring Gatsby Gala, the Oceans of 

Possibilities Summer Library Program, Juneteenth Picture Book & Community Art Event, Dream Bus Farmer’s 

Market and community event visits, seasonal Story Walk installations at Sheehan Park, September library card 

sign up month ice cream social, art displays, enhanced outreach and homebound visits, and additional in-person 

programming. 

Looking even further ahead, SPPL is excited to advance our expansion and renovation project. Early this year, we 

completed the conceptual design phase and we are now heading into a robust capital campaign fundraising effort. 

We anticipate a full design in 2023 with construction to begin in 2024, and a celebratory ribbon cutting ceremony 

in 2025! 

The SPPL is proud and excited to be part of the City of Sun Prairie’s next chapter and we look forward to 

providing exceptional service for our community, so that all residents may thrive and prosper through new and 

traditional public library services.  (Hetzler, 2022) 

 

 

Works Cited 

Hetzler, S. a. (2022, March 31). National Library Week offers time to reflect on services provided at Sun 

Prairie Public Library. Retrieved April 18, 2022, from Sun Prairie Star: 
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Sun Prairie Public Library Foundation Board – 2022 Roster 
   

 
Executive Officers* 
President:  Tracy Herold   (2020-2022)                       Secretary:  Staci Willems (2020-2022)   

Vice-President:  Josh Erickson (2020-2022)               Treasurer:  vacant Past President:  vacant 

 

       
Voting Board Members 

Term Expires** Name/Contact Phone Number***  email 

2024 
(Member since 12/21) 

1 

Rod Ellenbecker 
3726 Country Grove, Madison, WI  53719 

575-6655 cell 

467-1850 work 

rod.ellenbecker@bankofsunprairie.com  

2022 
(Member since 7/19) 

2 

Josh Erickson 
2189 Baptisia Pass, Sun Prairie, WI  53590 

576-6941 home 

241-8444 work 

jericks1@amfam.com 

2023 
(Member since 3/18) 

3 

Carol Esser 
201 E. Lane Street #304, Sun Prairie, WI 53590 

213-3599 cell clespwi@gmail.com 

    2022 
(Member since 8/19) 

4 

Patricia Harrington 
1020 Liberty Boulevard #207, Sun Prairie, WI  53590 825-6332 home 

patharclovers@gmail.com 

 
2022 

(Member since 7/19) 
5 

Tracy Herold 
366 Maynard Drive, Sun Prairie, WI  53590 

577-3073 home 

266-6388 work 

herold@dcls.info 

 

2023 
(member since 2/21) 

6 

Mindy Wara Maciolek  
869 Baneberry Drive, Sun Prairie, WI 53590 (414) 881-5154 cell 

wara.maciolek.mindy@gmail.com  

2022 
(Member since 9/19) 

7 

Terry McIlroy 
178 North Street,  Sun Prairie, WI  53590 

219-1906 home 

318-1933 emergency 

tmcilroy@proadspec.com 

2023 
(Member since 1/21) 

8 

Pat Miller 
2678 Golden Wing Court, Sun Prairie, WI  53590 417-9287 cell  

pzmauthor@gmail.com 

2024 
(Member since 12/21) 

9 

Janet Nelson 
1218 McMahon Drive 

444-1733 cell 

825-4517 home 

janet@rethinkinglibraries.org 

2023 
(member since 2/21) 

10 

Tammy Ocampo 
 2323 Richmond Court, Sun Prairie, WI  53590 698-8330 cell 

 trpineda@gmail.com  

  

2022 
(member since 12/19) 

11 

Pat Wende 
1064 Derby Drive, Sun Prairie, WI  53590 577-9695 home 

pw3nd3@gmail.com 

2024 
(Member since 9/21) 

12 

Danielle Wendt 
146 North Street, Sun Prairie, WI  53590 

426-0626 cell 

203-7467 work 

wendtdanielle@gmail.com 

2022 
(Member since 7/19) 

13 

Staci Willems 
2065 Branch Road, Sun Prairie, WI  53590 

628-9075 home 

257-7652 work 

stacim99@hotmail.com 

 

2025 
(Member since 1/22) 

14 

Rekha Yarlagadda 
3169 Pleasant Street, Sun Prairie, WI  53590  

692-3485 cell rekhayarla@gmail.com 

Annual Appt. 
(SPPL Library Board) 

15 

Rex Owens 

Sun Prairie Public Library Board Liaison 

513-1951 rexowens00@gmail.com 

Annual Appt. 
(Friends Board) 

16 

Cindy Mestelle 

Friends Liaison 

 658-8918 mestecj@charter.net 
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ex officio Name/Contact Phone Number*  email 

SPPL 

Director 

Svetha Hetzler 

Staff Liaison 
825-0900 Work shetzler@sunlib.org 

SPPL 

Foundation 

Board Staff  

Theresa Stevens 

Executive Director 
886-0718 execdirector@sunlibfoundation.org  

Cindy Stankey 

Administrative Assistant 

825-7323 
(x2013)Work 
609-5107  cell/text 

 admin@sunlibfoundation.org 

 sunlibraryfoundation@yahoo.com 

    * Executive Officers serve 2-year terms; the secretary and treasurer may serve consecutive terms. 
** Board members are elected to a 3-year term; expiration of term is December 31; members can serve consecutive terms. 

*** Area codes are (608) unless otherwise noted. 

 

 

2022 Board Meetings:     

          General Business Meetings:   

1/27, 2/24, 3/31, 4/28, 5/26, 6/23, 7/28, 8/25, 9/22, 10/27 (9-10 a.m. 4th Thursday) via Zoom  

Strategic Planning Meeting & Election of 2023 Officers:   

12/8 (2nd Thursday) from 9:00-10:30 a.m. via Zoom or at library 

            

2022 Events: 

          Gala:  Friday, May 20th 

          Summer Outdoor Event:  Saturday, September 10th  

 

Join Zoom Meeting  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81917366030?pwd=Sll6T21EbUFsSTBxckdVTGhoRFdidz09 

Meeting ID: 819 1736 6030  

Passcode: 244043 
 

  
 

2022 Committees 
Finance  

(3-5 members per  bylaws) 
Giving & Stewardship Marketing  Policy & HR Event Coordination & 

Planning 

 (Chair needed) (Chair needed) (Chair needed) (Chair needed) (Chair needed) 

Rod Ellenbecker  Carol Esser Josh Erickson Rod Ellenbecker Svetha Hetzler (liaison) 

Terry McIlroy  Patricia Harrington Pat Miller Josh Erickson Mindy Wara Maciolek  

Janet Nelson Rex Owens Mindy Wara Maciolek  Svetha Hetzler (liaison) Danielle Wendt 

 Pat Wende Tammy Ocampo  Staci Willems 

 Danielle Wendt Staci Willems   
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